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By April 1915, as chaplain Joseph Reavley tends to the soldiers in his care, the nightmare of trench

warfare is impartially cutting down EnglandÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s youth. On one of his rescue forays into

no-manÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s-land, Joseph finds the body of an arrogant war correspondent, Eldon Prentice. A

nephew of the respected General Owen Cullingford, Prentice was despised for his prying attempts

to elicit facts that would turn public opinion against the war. Most troublesome to Joseph, Prentice

has been killed not by German fire but, apparently, by one of his own compatriots. What Englishman

hated Prentice enough to kill him? Joseph is afraid he may know, and his sister, Judith, who is

General CullingfordÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s driver and translator, harbors her own fearful suspicions. Meanwhile,

Joseph and JudithÃ¢â‚¬â„¢s brother, Matthew, an intelligence officer in London, continues his quiet

search for the sinister figure they call the Peacemaker, who, like Eldon Prentice, is trying to

undermine the public support for the struggle - and, as the Reavley family has good reason to

believe, is in fact at the heart of a fantastic plot to reshape the entire world. An intimate of kings, the

Peacemaker kills with impunity, and his dark shadow stretches from the peaceful country lanes of

Cambridgeshire to the twin hells of Ypres and Gallipoli.
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In this excellent sequel to 2003's No Graves As Yet, bestseller Perry continues the exploits of the

Reavley children, who lost their parents in a devastating car crash that proved to be no accident on



the eve of WWI. The implications of that double homicide continue to dog Joseph, a military

chaplain in the thick of trench warfare at Ypres; his sister, Judith, a volunteer driver/translator for the

general in command of that front; and their brother, Matthew, an intelligence officer. While justice of

a sort was meted out to the man directly responsible for the murder of their parents, the Reavleys

believe a master manipulator and traitor they have dubbed the "Peacemaker," who seeks a radical

alliance between king and kaiser to end the bloodshed, was the prime mover. When Joseph finds

the corpse of an arrogant, bullying journalist in no-man's land, he soon realizes that a British hand

was responsible, and that even in the midst of war's savagery, his conscience demands that he

seek out the truth. This classic puzzle is nicely paralleled by Matthew's dogged search for the

Peacemaker's identity. Perry cleverly resolves some plot lines while reserving the solution of others

for future mysteries. Though her depiction of the ravages of war is not at the level of a Charles

Todd, she does a superb job of bringing the grimness and waste to life, in a nice shift of gears from

her two 19th-century historical series. Copyright Ã‚Â© Reed Business Information, a division of

Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of

this title.

Adult/High School - In the trenches of Flanders, the Reverend Joseph Reavley goes about the task

of trying to keep up the morale of the British soldiers, extending his duties to assisting in bringing

men back from the barbed-wired and mud-mired "no man's land." When he retrieves the body of an

egotistical correspondent, Eldon Prentice, every person who knew him confesses to being glad he

was killed. However, it wasn't the Germans who murdered him, but one of their own, and Reavley

decides to investigate. Perry's eye for historical detail masterfully places the main characters in

settings exactingly correct for the era, whether London, the trenches, or the English countryside.

The characters' emotions and thoughts capture the confusion, frustration, and determination of

those fighting the war. Without describing too graphically the horrors of the front, the author

presents memorable tableaux of a soldier, an ambulance driver, a doctor, a field nurse, and those in

positions of leadership and trust. The murder investigation and espionage greatly enhance the

action and interest in the complex plot. - Pam Johnson, Fairfax County Public Library, VA Copyright

Ã‚Â© Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved. --This text

refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

In July 2010, was looking for a book about WWI, trench warfare and how it was fought. My search

came up with the first of this series entitled: 'No Graves As Yet', which was an excellent read and



thus I was captured. This is about an English family whose grown children get involved not only in

the war, but also are involved in trying to solve a mystery. To me, Anne Perry, is not only gifted as a

story teller, but her descriptions of England before and during WWI are vivid to the imagination.

'Shoulder the Sky' is the second of the series. I have read quite a few books in between, but I'm

back to this series now. 'Shoulder the Sky' is a winner. I have both of these books on my Kindle. - j.

I have long been an Anne Perry fan and was unhappy to discover that I'd read ALL her Victorian

mysteries: I loved them. Transplanting myself from the late 1800s to the time of WWI would be hard,

but worth it if she could bring that period (about which I didn't know much) to life for me as well as

she had Victorian England. I've read both books in the series thus far, and found them...well...less

wonderful than the Victorian period ones, but still good enough that I eagerly await the continuation

of the series. One thing I wanted was to have a deeper comprehension of WWI--how it affected

people's behaviours, values, life-styles, mores--the impact it had on people of the time. I think I

gained a lot of understanding about this from Perry's book, and for that I'm grateful. She's plotted a

mystery suitable to her themes, and revelatory of her characters' developments: black and white

make room for grey, in a very believable way, and I think that that was undeniably one of the

important results of the War. Characters develop believably; themes such as the changes in

women's roles are well presented, and the reader sees room for further development of this theme

to come in later volumes in the series. Was this novel as gripping as the Victorian ones? I can't

really say so. I felt the plot moved slowly, and Perry repeated the "moral of the story" a bit more than

needed, I felt--I got just a bit tired of the agonizing soul-searching the chaplain engaged in--it was

meaningful, but repetitious. Of course, perhaps that's how we change, not in flash but dreadfully

slowly. I'd have liked to see much more of his sister, who was transforming from a petulant,

self-indulgent and shallow girl in the first book of the series, into a strong, decisive, purposeful

woman in the second. Maybe Perry is saving her for the next volume--and you can count on it: I'll be

there to see!

This was harder to read but I did not give up. I had never read anything on World War I. She is a

fabulous writer and this book is so well written.But oh my the research that Ms Perry does is so

amazing. My husband is reading No Graves as Yet ans is anxious to start this. I am now reading the

third and the tensions are hard. I recommend to everyone to read this series.

We are given a picture of England before the War to End All Wars. This book is so lovely in the



description of the countryside and the people of England before World War One. We see its fragility

and beauty and it is an achingly haunting photograph of a moment in time. I cried as I read it and

thought of all that was lost and all that yet remains. We see the murder (supposed accident) of our

protaganist's parents and his loss is just one facet in the picture of all that is yet to be lost. I have

this whole series of books and I adore them! While I enjoy Anne Perry's mysteries with Thomas &

Charlotte Pitt and her William Monk novels, I consider her series on England pre- and post-war to

be the diamonds of her writings.

Anne Perry's "Shoulder the Sky," is set in 1915, approximately eight months into WWI. This is the

second in a five part series which takes place during the war. The first novel, "No Graves As Yet,"

deals with a conspiracy that would bring dishonor to Great Britain and threaten all of Europe. The

details are recorded in a document which, if placed in the wrong hands, would defame England at a

time when the continent is one step away from open hostilities. The mystery of who is behind the

plot is not solved in the first novel, and plays a large part in this book's storyline. However, it is not

necessary to read "No Graves As Yet" to fully enjoy this latest installment, as the author does an

excellent job of bringing new readers up to date in the first few chapters.Eight months into the war,

Captain Joseph Reavley, chaplain and former Cambridge professor, is ministering to the wounded

and dying in the thick of trench warfare on the Western Front. Eldon Prentice, a war correspondent

arrives and begins to ask Reavley's men extremely inappropriate questions. He is an arrogant

troublemaker. With his insensitive queries, he quickly earns the animosity of everyone he comes

into contact with, including Joseph. When the journalist decides to file a report on soldiers'

self-inflicted wounds, the men become bitter and more resentful. Soon after his arrival, Prentice is

found dead, murdered. He was drowned, with his head held under the filthy water of the trenches in

no-mans' land, an area forbidden to most noncombatants. It soon becomes evident that the murder

was committed by one of Joseph's soldiers. The chaplain's conscience demands that he seek the

truth of one man's death, amidst the deaths of so many thousands.Matthew Reavley, Joseph's

younger brother, is a member of England's Secret Intelligence Service, (SIS). His primary

assignment is to discover the identity of "The Peacemaker," a mysterious figure who represents

those who seek to make a treaty between Kaiser Wilhelm II and King George V, which would unite

warring Germany and Britain into a common front. England would abandon France and Belgium to

the Germans. The Germans and the British would then form an empire to divide the world between

them. "Most of Europe would fall to Germany, who would help Britain to keep its present empire and

add to it the old colonies, including the entire United States."The previous summer, before the



outbreak of the war, the Reavley siblings lost their parents, John and Alys, in a car crash which was

proved to be a "careful and deliberate murder." The day before his death, John Reavley, a former

member of Parliament, had phoned Matthew to tell him that he discovered a document that outlined

a plan which, if implemented, "would ruin England's honor and change the history of the world" - the

Peacemaker's plan. The deadly "accident" occurred, while John was driving from his home in St.

Giles, along with his wife Alys, to deliver the papers to his son. The killer, a mere pawn in the game,

is dead as is his brother. The instigator of the treasonous plot, however, is alive and hard at work.

He believes he can convince the King to sign the treaty to form the "Anglo-German hegemony."

"The Peacemaker" has to be someone important enough to have access to both King and Kaiser.

And he must be stopped!Twenty-four year-old Judith Reavley, sister to Joseph and Matthew, is a

volunteer driver/translator for the general in command of the Ypres Salient. She is grieving for her

parents and decides that volunteering for the war effort will help take her mind off her individual

pain. When not acting as General Cullingford's chauffeur, she drives an ambulance.The action

alternates between the Ypres Salient in Belgium, England, and Gallipoli. An espionage thriller,

murder mystery and historical novel, "Shoulder the Sky" depicts the horrors of trench warfare, with

its filth, stench of death and decay, the use of gas as a weapon, and the terrible toll in human life.

The intensity of World War I trench warfare meant about 10% of the fighting soldiers were killed.

This is compared to 4.5% killed during WWII.The Prentice murder is ultimately solved, but there is

little mystery involved. I was totally absorbed in the building tension surrounding The Peacemaker

and international espionage. I did become frustrated when I realized, that this particular plot-line

would not be resolved in "Shoulder the Sky." As the tension has been building since the first novel,

one can only wonder if Ms. Perry is waiting for book 5 to reach the denouement. However, her

writing is good, as always, although there are a few places where the pace slows. If not for these

issues, I would have rated the novel 5 Stars. Highly recommended, especially for fans of Anne

Perry, and those readers with interest in the history of the Great War.Jana PerskieAt Some
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